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These are the testimonies of local people
within Ards & North Down.
Stories of how they came to know Jesus
Christ and how he has transformed their
lives.
Personal stories of tragedy to triumph,
heartache to healing and hopelessness and
bondage to liberty and new life.

Our dearest hope is that you too will put
your trust in the only saviour of the world,
Jesus Christ, and find new life in him

Psalm 96:2-4 Sing to the LORD; praise his name. Each
day proclaim the good news that he saves. Publish
his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone
about the amazing things he does. Great is the LORD!
He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above
all gods.
Luke 12:8 “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges
me before others, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge before the angels of God."

“As the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts’” (Hebrews 3:7-8)
Turn to God, cry out as David did saying, “Be pleased
to save me, Lord; come quickly, Lord to help me”
(Psalm 40:13)
Know that the Lord is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love (Psalm 145:8)

Peter Mullan
NEWTOWNARDS
I was christened Peter Mullan in 1951, the 2nd of two boys born to Mary Mullan. My
brother Seamus was my senior by 5yrs. Mother was a single parent supported by
welfare. I was fostered for a while before our little family settled in Newtownards.
My brother joined the Royal Navy while I was still at school. I was a devout catholic
attending mass regularly. My form teacher Sister Louis made me a class prefect,
which greatly encouraged me. I left school just as the troubles broke out in
Northern Ireland. Life was a struggle and working in local factories took some
adjustment. My teenage years saw me lose my faith although I was always
interested to religion.
My life had reached a low ebb by 1976. Years of introspective search for I knew not
what? I had drug culture friends and was living in a bedsit at a place called Marsh if
my memory serves me well, in Lancaster, Lancashire, England. After an
acrimonious exchange with one of these friends I was left hitchhiking on the M6
toward London. A preacher called Duncan heading home stopped and gave me a
lift. We talked about God. I had always believed being a lapsed catholic. There were
tent meetings in Preston where Duncan put me up for the night. The theme of the
meetings was “Invitation to Life”, and I needed that life!
I continued next morning to London. There I found plenty of excitement meeting
many old mates I knew from the old country, Northern Ireland. Eventually I
returned there. I can still remember vividly the instructions given me by the labour
exchange which were like prophetic guidance bringing me into contact with the
man who eventually helped me to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This man Billy gave me a bible and invited me to his church at Brooklands,
Dundonald. I searched for answers to my many philosophical questions. Was God
really leading me to faith in Jesus? Verses like “come unto me all who labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.”
Matthew 11:28-29 and “I am the way the truth and the life” John 14:6. While
listening one day to a reading on the radio of Luke 22:31-32 it really spoke to me
too; “Simon, Simon, Behold Satan has desired to have you…but I have prayed for you
that your faith fail not, and when you are converted….”
That night in my wee bedsit on Lower Greenwell Street, Newtownards I prayed for
God to come into my heart and give me the faith to believe was the defining
moment in my own conversion on the 22nd of April 1976. My wife’s birthday!
Although I had not met her yet. It appears God plans ahead for us. He is an amazing
saviour.
‘Come close to God, and he will come close to you’ James 4:8a
written June 2021

Dr Werner Jon
McIlwaine MD FRCP
NEWTOWNARDS
I was a fifth-year medical student at Queen’s University Belfast when I suddenly thought I
needed to sort out whether I was really a Christian or not. I believed in God, having gone to
Sunday School and been taught something about Jesus and God. But God was somehow
very remote in heaven. The world was like a clock He had wound up and left running, in
which we would have to do the best we could. I had stopped going to church, I neither read
the Bible nor prayed, nor did I contribute financially to Church or charity.
So, was God aloof from mankind or could one actually know Him?
I decided I must find someone to help me and thought I would go back to church. My
parents and I were still on the membership list for the church, though we had stopped
attending and didn’t talk about God. That very week a card dropped through our letter box
announcing the “Flame 74” series of meetings. It was January 1974, and as a result I attended
the 6 evening services. How different the church had become. Young folk sang songs to a
God they knew and the speakers, over the series of evenings, talked about their experiences
of God as though they knew God in that personal way.
Someone suggested using Bible notes to aid understanding. Soon I was planning my
evenings with one hour for medical books and the remaining time, more excitedly, for
reading the Bible. It was all fitting into place wonderfully, even miraculously. Every sentence
I read in that first book of the Bible I studied which was “Hebrews”, was true! God was real,
personal, and Jesus was His Son who had died to make Him known. I prayed for Him to
forgive my sins, and I was never alone again.
Soon I had many friends at Church and was involved in the Youth group. We talked long
into the evenings about God. I found (in many chance encounters) that there were so many
Christian medical students in my year at Uni. At church I loved the reports of missionaries
whose accounts were so real and interesting. For myself, I was happy to continue here at
home, until the question arose – why was I not going to serve God abroad? The next year
1979 was filled with plans for hospital work in India, and an encounter with a girl called
Karin, who like me had a German mum, hence our unusual first names. A wedding followed
on 10th September, and a honeymoon 9 weeks later which lasted 1 ½ years in India in the
mission hospital.
With 2 young daughters we came to Scrabo Hall Newtownards in 1986, where we have been
involved very happily in many ways, including adult and children’s Bible studies, various
mission trips to India and elsewhere, and we have added two sons-in-law and 4
grandchildren to our family.
So, can God really be known? Yes, and He has taken great steps to make it possible by
sending His Son to die alone on the cross so we should never be alone again. He is not an
unknown God in the starry heavens but a God in our hearts! Why not start reading the Bible
yourself?
written 22nd July 2021

Jane Blair
NEWTOWNARDS

My parents sent me to Sunday school, although they had no faith themselves.
There I heard the truth of Jesus’ love and death on the cross to save me from sin
that separated me from a relationship with him.
At the age of ten I asked for forgiveness and for him to come into my heart as
saviour and Lord. My life didn’t seem to change much. I was still bullied and
abused and full of loneliness and fear of rejection. I hadn’t learnt yet the
importance of giving these things over to the Lord.
My local church loved me and put up with my antics. They prayed for me and one
day the vitality of the quiet time became a reality to me. I knew without a doubt
that if I spent time in prayer and reading the word of God I would grow, and my
doubts would become less. Over the years I have learnt more and more the
wonderful gift God’s word is to Christians. I look forward to Ladies Precepts Bible
Studies. The promises of God tell me the truth about myself, how God sees me
and how he loves me. “While we were yet sinners Christ died for us”.
I still sin and let the Lord down, but I know there is always forgiveness, full and
free, when I come back to the Lord. I still struggle with my mental and emotional
health but that’s usually when I take my eyes off Jesus and look at circumstances
around me.
Glory to Jesus “He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay,
And set my feet upon a rock, And established my steps”.
I have the joy of knowing my sins are forgiven and my saviour loves me and gives
me strength to face every day whatever it may bring. I look forward to the day
when I shall see his beautiful face and I will have a new body and all my tears
wiped away never to return.
Until that day I want to serve him in my life the best way I can to his eternal glory.
The great thing is that this new life is available to everyone. No one is turned
away.
written July 2021

GOD'S JUSTICE & MERCY
God is just, pure and holy:
Psalm 7:8-12, 45:6-7, 92:15
Isaiah 12:1-6, 30:18, 45:18-23
1 John 1:5-6
Why we need to be saved to
live with God eternally:
Isaiah 59:1-2
Romans 1:18-21, 3:23, 6:23
God demonstrates His love:
John 3:16, 10:17-18
Romans 5:8
2 Corinthians 5:18-21
Galatians 4:3-5
Ephesians 1:4-8, 2:1-10

EXAMPLES OF GOD'S
COMMANDS &
INSTRUCTIONS
Hearing and understanding
the gospel of Jesus Christ:
Matthew 13:16-23
Mark 16:15 Acts 2:22-37, 8:46, 8:26-35
Romans 1:16-17, 10:14-17
1 Corinthians 15:1-4
2 Timothy 4:1-4
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:1-4

Belief and faith that leads
to repentance, confession
and baptism for forgiveness
of sins:
Matthew 4:17, 7:13-14, 7:21-24
Who is Jesus?
Matthew 10:32-33, 28:16-20
Matthew 1:21-23, 16:13-17
Mark 1:15, 12:28-31, 16:14-16
John 1:1-18, 8:23-27, 8:58-59
Luke 8:21, 11:28, 13:3, 24:47
Colossians 2:8-10
John 3:3-16, 3:36, 7:38, 8:24
1 Timothy 2:5-6
John 10:27, 15:10, 16:12-13
Hebrews 1:1-9
Acts 2:37-42, 8:35-39, 10:48
1 John 4:9-10, 5:11-13
Acts 16:25-34, 17:30, 22:16
Romans 1:5, 6:1-17, 10:9
Jesus pays the penalty for
our sin...and conquers death: James 1:21-22, 2:19
Matthew 26:20-28:7
Continuing in God's word,
Mark 14:17-16:8
walking in the light, and
Luke 22:39-24:7
being faithful unto death:
John 18:1-20:18
John 8:31-32
Colossians 1:13-14
1 Timothy 4:16
Hebrews 7:26-27, 9:11-14
2 Timothy 3:14-17
1 Peter 2:21-25
Hebrews 10:23-39
1 John 3:5
1 John 1:6-10, 4:7-21, 5:3
Jude 1:24-25
Revelation 2:10, 3:3, 3:19-22

+44 77999 29131
This publication was made possible by the support of
The Body of Christ
(Rom 12:5, Eph 4:12)

Copyright © 2021 Ards & North Down Christian Community Hub. All Rights Reserved.

