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CAN GOD REALLY BE KNOWN?

By
Dr Werner Jon McIlwaine MD FRCP
Newtownards

I was a fifth-year medical student at Queen’s University Belfast when I suddenly thought I needed to sort out
whether I was really a Christian or not. I believed in God, having gone to Sunday School and been taught
something about Jesus and God. But God was somehow very remote in heaven. The world was like a clock He
had wound up and left running, in which we would have to do the best we could. I had stopped going to church,
I neither read the Bible nor prayed, nor did I contribute financially to Church or charity. So, was God aloof from
mankind or could one actually know Him?
I decided I must find someone to help me and thought I would go back to church. My parents and I were still on
the membership list for the church, though we had stopped attending and didn’t talk about God. That very week
a card dropped through our letter box announcing the “Flame 74” series of meetings. It was January 1974, and as
a result I attended the 6 evening services. How different the church had become. Young folk sang songs to a God
they knew and the speakers, over the series of evenings, talked about their experiences of God as though they
knew God in that personal way.
Someone suggested using Bible notes to aid understanding. Soon I was planning my evenings with one hour for
medical books and the remaining time, more excitedly, for reading the Bible. It was all fitting into place
wonderfully, even miraculously. Every sentence I read in that first book of the Bible I studied which was
“Hebrews”, was true! God was real, personal, and Jesus was His Son who had died to make Him known. I prayed
for Him to forgive my sins, and I was never alone again.
Soon I had many friends at Church and was involved in the Youth group. We talked long into the evenings about
God. I found (in many chance encounters) that there were so many Christian medical students in my year at Uni.
At church I loved the reports of missionaries whose accounts were so real and interesting. For myself, I was
happy to continue here at home, until the question arose – why was I not going to serve God abroad? The next
year 1979 was filled with plans for hospital work in India, and an encounter with a girl called Karin, who like me
had a German mum, hence our unusual first names. A wedding followed on 10th September, and a honeymoon 9
weeks later which lasted 1 ½ years in India in the mission hospital.
With 2 young daughters we came to Scrabo Hall Newtownards in 1986, where we have been involved very
happily in many ways, including adult and children’s Bible studies, various mission trips to India and elsewhere,
and we have added two sons-in-law and 4 grandchildren to our family.
So, can God really be known? Yes, and He has taken great steps to make it possible by sending His Son to die
alone on the cross so we should never be alone again. He is not an unknown God in the starry heavens but a God
in our hearts! Why not start reading the Bible yourself?
What's your story?
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